ENG G130 • Genre Knowledge for Summary Paragraph



Writer’s Purpose: Writing a summary is considered a basic academic skill. It involves critical reading and clear and concise writing. The writer of a summary is writing for readers who have not read the article being summarized. Therefore, the writer’s purpose is to find the main points in a longer article and concisely present those points to readers who have not read the summarized article. The writer must be able to: (1) dig through all the details of a longer article; (2) find the one big idea in the article (= the overarching main idea); (3) find the main ideas that support the big idea; and (4) present them clearly to the readers in one paragraph. Writing a good summary is an important service for readers.
Readers’ Expectations: The reader expects to learn and clearly understand the overarching big idea of the article and the main ideas that support it. The reader trusts that the writer understands the article very well and has successfully found the main points.
Language and Content: 
- the summary paragraph contains the 4 paragraph parts shown in Tool 1B

- the 4 parts are related to one another using the general to particular flow of information shown in Tool 2

- the writer uses this template to write the topic sentence in the summary paragraph:
In their article, “A Fresh Look at Nuclear Energy”, Parsons et al. (2019) [insert reporting verb] [insert overarching big idea of article].
- the NT in the TS is the title of the article, the author’s name, and the year of publication

- the CI in the TS is the one big idea in the article (= the overarching main idea)

- the SIs are the main ideas that support the one big idea

- the SEDs are details that support the main ideas taken from the article being summarized

- the summary paragraph contains the number information units appropriate for the MAAP

- the paragraph contains different types of information units, e.g. CI-SI-SED, CI-SI-SED-SED, etc., depending on what the writer thinks is important
- the writer only writes about the one article being summarized ( no research from other articles 

- the writer uses his own words and does not evaluate or interpret the information in the article; therefore, these SED forms are not found in a summary: quotes, evaluations, interpretations. There are other genres in which the writer evaluates and interprets the information in an article. The summary is not one of them.
Communities of Use: Summaries are used in many academic, professional, and business communities. Professional people often do not have time to read all the articles and books related to their jobs. They use the information they find in a summary to decide if they need to read whole article or book. For this reason, many academic articles begin with a summary called an “abstract” that helps the reader decide if they will read the whole article.
